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Society: Regional and Local Historical Societies
REGIONAL AND LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETIES
JACKSONVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Number five of the Society’s News Letter, issued by a committee of which Miss Dena Snodgrass is chairman, appeared
in November, announcing the Quarterly Program Meeting for
November 19. The feature was a paper read by Mr. Herbert
Lamson on “Early Jacksonville Families.” A special invitation
was extended to descendants of early families in the area.
Mr. Lamson first told of an Indian village on the site, of
which little more than the name, Ossachite, is now known.
Robert Pritchard was the first known white settler in 1791,
but during the upheaval of the so-called Patriot War, the site
was abandoned. Permanent settlement was begun in 1816 when
Zachariah Hogans built a home within the present limits of
Jacksonville, to be followed by Juan Maestre, I. D. Hart, and
others coming in with the change of flags in 1821. At that time
Hart purchased eighteen acres which is now a large part of
the business section of Jacksonville for $72, and he is considered
the founder of the city, which was established as a town in
1822.
Recently elected officials of the Society are: James A. Austin,
President; Joseph E. McCarthy, First Vice President; H. H.
Buckman, III, Second Vice President; Miss Martha Lee Segui,
Recording Secretary; Mrs. James R. Stockton, Corresponding
Secretary; Miss Dena Snodgrass, Treasurer; Miss Audrey Broward, Archivist; Herbert Lamson, Historian. Directors: Mrs. Karl
Bardin, Mrs. Frances Ewell, Mrs. George Couper Gibbs, Mrs.
Linwood Jeffreys, Raymond H. King, Mrs. W. S. Manning, Mrs.
J. L. Medlin, Mrs. W. E. Mott, Miss Florence Moorish, Warren
Wattles, Mrs. Oscar Rawls. Advisory Board: William D. Barfield, Burton Barrs, D. Jordan Carrison, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert
M. Corse, Richard P. Daniel, Frank H. Elmore, Jr., Albert C.
Holt, Edward Jelks, H. H. Buckman, II, Webster Merritt, Bayard B. Shields.
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S T . P ETERSBURG H ISTORICAL S OCIETY

This Society, one of the oldest local societies in the State,
has recently been reorganized, and we are glad to publish
the following report of its activities:
The St. Petersburg Historical Society, recently reorganized
and reactivated under the leadership and direction of its President, E. C. Robison, is rapidly capturing the interest of the
public of St. Petersburg in relation to its educational program
which is conducted with the schools of Pinellas County. This
provides daily visitation and lecture courses by Mrs. W. C.
Wheatley to children of the public schools of the County in
the Society’s new Museum building. The program permits
school children to visit the Museum and receive lecture courses,
accompanied by teachers.
During the first five weeks of the last spring term some
fourteen hundred students visited the Museum, and more than
eighteen hundred during the first month of the current fall
term. Mrs. Wheatley, who is the administrative assistant to
the Curator has cooperated fully with the school officials and
has stressed visual education, employing the use of the exhibits
of the Museum in the subjects of biology, botany, entomology,
mineralogy and zoology. The lecture period for these classes
averages twenty minutes.
The Museum has received some valuable gifts, one of which
is an outstanding collection of rare native costumes and utensils
from China, Japan, Korea, Turkey and Africa, given by a
world traveler. Another collection consists of more than one
hundred and twenty pipes from the Indian Age down to 1900,
including finely carved wood, Meersham-pipes from Germany
and England, as well as Turkish water and metal pipes and
Calabash pipes from South Africa. These were received from
Mrs. Orvil Ray of St. Petersburg. A recent donation from a
Pennsylvania source has brought a collection of five hundred
and thirty-four walking canes of rare and exotic woods, some
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of which were made from timbers from the homes of early
American presidents and other historical characters. It is said
to be the largest cane collection in the United States.
The officers and directors of the Society have shown renewed interest and increased activity and all indications are
that the current year will be a banner one for the Museum
in the way of paid admissions. The other officers are: Alfred
E. Newman, Vice President, and John C. Blocker, Chairman
of the Operating Committee. Mrs. Oma M. Cross has been
recently appointed curator to succeed Merritt E. Gill who
retired.
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

OF

SOUTHERN FLORIDA

This Association is carrying out an extensive program of
marking historic sites in their whole area. The fourth of these
was unveiled at Miami Airport on November third. The marker
is placed as a reminder that this airport was the first customs
airport of entry in the United States Atlantic mainland, such
designation having been made by the United States Treasury
Department on October 16, 1928. The airport was then known
as Pan American Field, and it immediately became the largest
international airport in scope in the United States - a position
it still holds. The ceremony was held on the twenty-fifth anniversary of Pan American Airways’ first flight from Key West
to Havana, a notable date in world aviation.
PENSACOLA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The Pensacola Historical Society, which has been more or
less inactive for some time has been reorganized through the
efforts of T. T. Wentworth Jr., a member of the board of
directors of the Florida Historical Society. Officials recently
elected are: Mr. Wentworth, president; Mrs. Frank G. Morrill,
1st vice president; J. F. Busey, 2nd vice president; Miss Occie
Clubbs, secretary; Mrs. Pauline Hoover, treasurer. Directors
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are J. D. Carroll, R. N. Reedy, Dr. J. J. Niven, Mrs. Calvin
Todd, together with the officials ex officio. Mrs. J. Stewart Milner is chairman of the program committee, with Mr. J. Stewart
Milner and Mrs. E. M. Nell as members. Meetings are held on
the third Monday of each month.
At the first program meeting Mr. J. Stewart Milner read a
paper on the extraordinary wanderings of Cabeza de Vaca
from Florida to the Pacific, an eight year journey (A.D. 15281536) through a country never before seen by white men.
Besides the holding of program meetings, the Society plans
to mark additional sites of historic interest in and around
Pensacola, and to arouse a greater interest in the history of
their ancient city.
ST. LUCIE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The latest addition to the growing list of local historical
organizations in the state is the St. Lucie County Historical
Society. In an area rich in Indian and pioneer East Coast and
Indian River history the ideas of history-minded people for a
local society emerged from the nuclear stage with the construction of a new St. Lucie County library at Fort Pierce
and the offer of Mr. W. I. Fee of Fort Pierce to donate
historical items to the library. The St. Lucie County Library
Association, acting on Mr. Fee’s offer, appointed a historical
committee composed of David Fee, chairman, E. C. Collins,
Josephine W. Humphries, Verne Kretschmer, Ora E. Burney,
L. W. Halbe, W. I. Fee, Helen DeFriest, Clare Register, Emma
Saunders, Pearl Chew, Dewey Crawford, and Betty Summerlin,
The committee decided to organize and incorporate as the
St. Lucie County Historical Society and to invite all others
who are interested to membership. Tentative plans are to construct a wing to the new library building to be designated
the Florida Room. This room would house the historical society
and its collection.
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FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY
H ILLSBOROUGH COUNTY H ISTORICAL COMMISSION

In the last issue of the Quarterly there was an account of
the successful organization of the Hillsborough County Historical Commission. On November 14 last, the Commission
opened their Museum with ceremonies in spacious and elegant
rooms in the new courthouse in Tampa. Already numerous historical exhibits have been installed and others are in hand to
be placed on view. The response of the public, both in donating historical treasures and in attendance is above expectations.
County Museums
Most Florida county courthouses are already fully occupied, but in a few space might be found for historical exhibits
relating to the county’s history; and when new courthouses are
planned, thought should be given, as was done in Hillsborough
County, to this important part of civic interest and public
service. Usually a county historical society or chartered county
historical commission would be necessary for such allotment
of space; but such a museum, more than anything else, would
engender and nourish interest in the past of the community
and the area, as well as in the history of our State and country.
F LORIDA H IGHWAYS

A brief history of transportation in Florida by Dr. J. E.
Dovell was recently noted here (XXX,303). Continuing the
subject, he has written “The Development of Florida’s Highways.” Copies of either one will be sent without charge to
any resident of Florida by the publisher, Bureau of Economic
and Business Research, University of Florida, Gainesville.
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